
From: Cllr Nelson  
Sent: 15 January 2021 17:04 
To: Katie.Cullen@kent.gov.uk 
Subject: RE: Old railway path 
 
Katie – 
 
I don’t want to add to your workload.  However, if the town council can provide support, pressure or 
whatever to make it more likely for the improvements to be carried out and you let me know what is 
appropriate, I will happily put it to my fellow councillors. 
 
- Justin 
 
Justin Nelson 
Tenterden Town Council (member) 
66 Rogersmead, Tenterden, Kent TN30 6LF 
Email: cllr.nelson@tenterdentowncouncil.gov.uk 
Tel: work: 01580 767117 – mobile: 07968 190 780 
Council website: TenterdenTownCouncil.gov.uk 
 
From: Katie.Cullen@kent.gov.uk <Katie.Cullen@kent.gov.uk>  
Sent: 15 January 2021 11:43 
To: Cllr Nelson <Cllr.Nelson@tenterdentowncouncil.gov.uk> 
Cc: Cllr Ferguson <Cllr.Ferguson@tenterdentowncouncil.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: Old railway path 
 

Thanks, 
I am just waiting for the mapping team to check all their historic records for the area 
and agree what is needed legally before I contact the landowner. Happy to then put 
something together regarding what might be needed, however this will have to be 
remote work as I can’t visit site and I am not an engineer. 
Katie 
 
From: Cllr Nelson <Cllr.Nelson@tenterdentowncouncil.gov.uk>  
Sent: 15 January 2021 11:38 
To: Katie Cullen - GT HTW <Katie.Cullen@kent.gov.uk> 
Cc: Cllr Ferguson <Cllr.Ferguson@tenterdentowncouncil.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: Old railway path 
 
That sounds good, Katie – thank you.  I hope ABC will not link the improvements to development 
plans for the immediate area, but to anything in Tenterden parish: the cycle route is an important 
part of the developing cycle/walking network for the town as a whole. 
 
If there is anything the town council can do to expedite the process, please let me know, and I will 
put a suitable proposal to the council for its approval. 
 
Meanwhile, many thanks for your help. 
 
- Justin 
 
Justin Nelson 
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Tenterden Town Council (member) 
66 Rogersmead, Tenterden, Kent TN30 6LF 
Email: cllr.nelson@tenterdentowncouncil.gov.uk 
Tel: work: 01580 767117 – mobile: 07968 190 780 
Council website: TenterdenTownCouncil.gov.uk 
 
From: Katie.Cullen@kent.gov.uk <Katie.Cullen@kent.gov.uk>  
Sent: 11 January 2021 14:08 
To: Cllr Nelson <Cllr.Nelson@tenterdentowncouncil.gov.uk> 
Cc: Cllr Ferguson <Cllr.Ferguson@tenterdentowncouncil.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: Old railway path 
 

Dear Justin, 
 
Firstly, the PROW team confirmed they have added some stone surfacing to PROW 
footpath AB16 which runs just to the west of the cycle track. PROW have their own 
limited budget for network improvements and use their own priority scoring system 
which means that this path had got to the top of their priority list to be allocated some 
funding for improvements.  
As you know the KCC Highways budget is run separately from PROWs although 
obviously there are sometimes joint projects. 
 
With regards to the cycle track route and the link to Drury road there are a number of 
issues here. 
 
I can see a mud issue was reported in October. I assume a site visit was made and 
that access was made possible. I am just waiting on confirmation of this from the 
Highways District manager. I have asked if a further visit could be made, when 
stewards are in the area, to check public access is possible or if new works are 
needed. As you can appreciate there are a high number of flooding issues reported 
at present. My team has no permission to complete site visits at present. 
 
A further problem of the area is that there appears to be a missing link in the 
Highway network between the end of Drury Road and the cycle path. This would 
need to be created legally. The missing section runs across private land, but I have 
checked land registry and it is owned by a housing company so hopefully they would 
agree to a new public link. The local residents would also have to agree. I believe 
when the cycle route was created there was insufficient funds to create any missing 
links and the surface or drainage was not considered along the link section. There 
were also issues because I recall that an environmental constraint (it might have 
been newts or badgers perhaps?) was found right at the end of construction of the 
railway line route. This meant a solid path surface could not be built here and might 
never be possible. A new full environmental survey of the area would be needed 
before any further works could be considered. 
 
Can I suggest that, once I get confirmation of the missing link from our Highways 
mapping team, then Ashford Borough Council could be approached to consider 
adding the legal work, and surface and drainage required to complete the missing 
link to any future development plans for the area. There could also be a request to 
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upgrade any cycle route surfacing in the area too. This would help allocate developer 
funds or underspend to the project.  
 
Below is a sketch map to illustrate the break in the Highway network here to assist. 
Red is highway and black dots are cycle routes: 
 

 
 
 
Katie 
 
 
From: Katie Cullen - GT HTW  
Sent: 11 January 2021 10:11 
To: Miranda Palmer - GT HTW <Miranda.Palmer@kent.gov.uk>; Cllr Nelson 
<Cllr.Nelson@tenterdentowncouncil.gov.uk> 
Cc: Cllr Ferguson <Cllr.Ferguson@tenterdentowncouncil.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: Old railway path 
 

Dear Justin, 
Apologies on the delay to this as I am still catching up on work that came in when I 
was on leave. I am waiting for a comment from the PROW department and from the 
KCC Highways District Manager and will then be able to give you a full update. 
 
Kind Regards 
Katie 
___________________________________________ 
  

Katie Cullen | Transport Planner Cycling | Transport Innovations | Kent County 
Council | 1st Floor, Invicta House, Maidstone, Kent. ME14 1XX | Tel: 03000 41 40 92 
| www.kent.gov.uk |  
 
Rethink your commute at kentconnected.org  | Join Kent’s car sharing scheme | Follow us 
on Twitter @kentconnected | Like us on Facebook 

 
From: Miranda Palmer - GT HTW <Miranda.Palmer@kent.gov.uk>  
Sent: 22 December 2020 15:39 
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To: Cllr Nelson <Cllr.Nelson@tenterdentowncouncil.gov.uk> 
Cc: Cllr Ferguson <Cllr.Ferguson@tenterdentowncouncil.gov.uk>; Katie Cullen - GT HTW 
<Katie.Cullen@kent.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: Old railway path 
 

Dear Justin 
 
I have forwarded your email on to Katie Cullen who will be able to look into this in the new 
year. I am afraid Katie is now on annual leave as am I, but I will ensure this is investigated 
further. 
 
Wishing you a merry Christmas.  
 
Kind regards 
  
Miranda  

 

Miranda Palmer | Principal Transport Planner | Transport Innovations, Kent County 
Council | 1st Floor Invicta House, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1XX | External: 03000 
416629 | 07970 275797 www.kent.gov.uk  
  
Rethink your commute at https://kentconnected.org/ | Join Kent’s car sharing scheme 

Please consider the environment before printing this email  
  
 
From: Cllr Nelson <Cllr.Nelson@tenterdentowncouncil.gov.uk>  
Sent: 22 December 2020 15:02 
To: Miranda Palmer - GT HTW <Miranda.Palmer@kent.gov.uk> 
Cc: Cllr Ferguson <Cllr.Ferguson@tenterdentowncouncil.gov.uk> 
Subject: FW: Old railway path 
 
Miranda – 
 
I wonder whether you can get this issue attended to? 
 

Apparently the problem was reported on 08 October (tracking number 529311) and is now marked 
as completed when it hasn’t been. 
 
Many thanks 
 
- Justin 
Justin Nelson 
Tenterden Town Council (member) 
66 Rogersmead, Tenterden, Kent TN30 6LF 
Email: cllr.nelson@tenterdentowncouncil.gov.uk 
Tel: work: 01580 767117 – mobile: 07968 190 780 
Council website: TenterdenTownCouncil.gov.uk 
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E-mail from resident 
Sent: 22 December 2020 14:22 
To: Cllr Ferguson <Cllr.Ferguson@tenterdentowncouncil.gov.uk>; Cllr Cole 
<cllr.cole@tenterdentowncouncil.gov.uk>; Cllr Curteis <Cllr.Curteis@tenterdentowncouncil.gov.uk>; 
Cllr Smith <Cllr.Smith@tenterdentowncouncil.gov.uk>; Cllr Nelson 
<Cllr.Nelson@tenterdentowncouncil.gov.uk>; Cllr Hickmott 
<Cllr.Hickmott@tenterdentowncouncil.gov.uk>; Cllr Mulholland 
<Cllr.Mulholland@tenterdentowncouncil.gov.uk> 
Subject: Old railway path 
 

Dear councillors, 
 
I wrote to each of you on the 7th October regarding the state of the old railway path from 
St. Michaels to Tenterden and received only one response from Cllr. Ferguson. I am now 
asking all of you as councillors for St Michaels, to please get involved in contacting Ashford 
Borough Council to urgently have the path renovated. 
 
Initially, in my previous email, I was concerned about the area where the path dips down 
and water collects nearer to the Drury Road entrance. With the amount of rain and the 
fallen leaves, this part has now become almost impassable unless you are wearing boots. To 
make matters worse, the council truck drives up there to replace the rubbish bin liners and 
exacerbates the problem. 
 
As a member of the proposed cycle/pathway steering committee with Cllr. Nelson, I know 
we can't wait until the continuation of the path into the town has been resolved, but surely 
the existing path could be improved to a much higher standard - ABC has spent huge 
amounts of money on the tarmac paths of Ashford and it's about time that we also 
benefitted. To continue a 1.5 metre tarmac path from the access to Colonel Stephens Way 
to Drury Road would be the best solution as falling leaves would not build up, like the Col. 
Stephens Way to Grange Road tarmac section.  
 
Recently, what was a very poor right of way footpath next to Breton Court care home, was 
re-laid with stones and edging and this is a path that is used to a far lesser degree. Who paid 
for this work - ABC?  
 
Since the March lockdown, the railway path all the way from Grange Road to Drury Road, 
has become a very well used thoroughfare by dog walkers, joggers, shoppers but less so by 
cyclists because of the dangerous state. We are told to keep fit and healthy and this route 
into town is the only safe way and therefore should be a priority to keep people active. 
 
I look forward to your replies. 
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Previous letter from the same resident 

 

I writing to you to request that Ashford Borough Council to do some repair work to the old 
railway footpath. 

  

The part that needs urgent attention is about 100m from the start of the path in Drury Road 
after the downhill section. Last year it became almost impassable due to the collection of 
water in the hollow and was a mud bath. It is now starting to get like that again.  

  

All I'm asking for is some gravel to be placed along this section over a length of 
approximately 12m. It is a very well used path and should be looked after. 

  

Yours sincerely 

  

 
 


